
 
Since 1928, the SaskSPCA has worked to improve the 
lives of animals and people throughout the province. 
In the early years, we oversaw the enforcement of 
The Animal Protection Act. In 2015, we discontinued 
our role as an enforcement agency and refocused 
our efforts with a priority on animal cruelty 
education and prevention programming.  
 
As our focus shifted, the SaskSPCA has continued to 
collaborate with partners in the animal welfare 
sector while establishing new relationships with 
many human service agencies.  
 
The SaskSPCA continues working to: 
 

• establish provincial care standards for 
animal rescues and shelters; 

• help retired police dogs through the 
Stryker K-9 Care Fund; 

• raise awareness of animal welfare issues; 
• advocate for improvements to animal 

welfare legislation; 
• assist the human and the animal victims of 

violence; 
• assist pet owners struggling with 

homelessness. 
 
In 2020, to help during the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
established the SaskSPCA Pet Food Bank (PFB). This 
program ensures pet owners have access to quality 
pet food. 
 
The PFB thrust our organization into direct service 
delivery as we opened our doors to distribute pet 
food through our office and with partners in nine 
communities across the province: Fort Qu’Appelle, 
Maple Creek, Melville, Moosomin, Nipawin, 
Rosetown, Rosthern, Saskatoon, and Swift Current.  
 
To date, more than 40,000 pounds of pet food 
have been distributed throughout these nine 
communities. 
 

In the fall of 2021, we began exploring new 
partnerships to expand our program into northern 
Saskatchewan. Following a community survey and 
discussions with the Ile-a-la-Crosse Friendship 
Centre, we launched a pilot project to distribute pet 
food to residents in the northern village. Since the 
launch of the pilot project, over 4,000 pounds of pet 
food has been sent to the community. 
 
We oversee fundraising, pet food procurement, and 
distribution of pet food to our partners. The food 
bank partners, members of Food Banks of 
Saskatchewan (FBS), handle all aspects of 
distributing the pet food to their clients. 
 
Before launching the PFB, we surveyed FBS 
members to determine the need for the program. 
We received many responses indicating varying 
needs from community to community. Recognizing 
this, along with the evolving impact of the 
pandemic, we decided to go with a program that 
allows food banks to join and/or withdraw from the 
program at any time. The PFB will accept new food 
banks as local needs dictate. We do anticipate an 
expansion of the program in the future. 
 
By partnering with existing food banks, we have 
eliminated the need to create a new infrastructure 
for pet food distribution. Many food banks are in 
areas serviced by public transit. Consideration was 
given to partnering with local animal shelters to 
distribute food, however many of the existing animal 
shelters are in remote areas that may create 
challenges for those without transportation.  
 
Initially the PFB was intended to be a relief program 
for pet-owning families during the COVID-19 
pandemic. After reviewing the program, and in 
consultation with our food bank partners, we 
determined the need for this program remains.  
 
In January 2022, the SaskSPCA renewed our 
commitment to providing proper pet nutrition to 
Saskatchewan families by making the PFB a 
permanent program.

 


